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Figure 15.7

Annual growth and fruiting cycle of a grapevine. Source: After Shaulis and Pratt 1965.

Table 15.1 cont.

			   Typical no. of					      
	   	 Typical no. 	 buds retained at	 Requires	 Climate		   
	 Type of	 of spurs or canes	 pruning on each     	 shoot	 zone(s)* 	 Average 
Variety  	 Pruning	 per vine	 cane or spur	 thinning 	 period†	  ripening	 Color	 Comments‡

Niagara 	 cane 	 4 	 10–14 	 — 	 1, 2, 3 	 mid Aug to 	 light green	 vigorous, good on 
	 spur 	 12–14	  4–6 			   Sep  		  arbors, resistant to 	
								        powdery mildew; A/E   
Pierce 	 cane 	 4 	 10–14 	 — 	 1, 2 	 — 	 — 	 vigorous, good on 
	 spur 	 12–14 	 4–6					     arbors, resistant to 
								        powdery mildew; A/E          
Queen 	 spur 	 12–14 	 2 	 no 	 3, 4 	 mid to  	 red-purple   
						      late Aug
Red Globe 	 spur 	 12–14 	 2 	 yes 	 3, 4 	 mid Sep 	 pink-red 	 beautiful, large fruit, 
								        very appealing  
Red Malaga 	 spur 	 12–14 	 2 (may add a 	 yes 	 4 	 early Aug 	 red 	 poor home variety; E
			   cane to increase 
			   production)   
Ribier 	 spur 	 12–14 	 1 	 yes 	 2, 4 	 late Aug 	 black 	 E  
Ruby Seedless 	 spur 	 10–14 	 2 	 yes 	 2, 3, 4 	 mid Aug 	 purple 	 extremely susceptible 	
								        to powdery mildew 	
								        and bunch rot; seed-	
								        less; E  
Thompson Seedless 	 cane 	 4–6 	 10–14 	 no 	 3, 4 	 mid Aug  	 white 	 seedless; E  
						      to Sep
Tokay 	 spur 	 12–18 	 2 (bilateral or 	 no 	 2, 3, 4 	 late Aug 	 white to pale 	 will not color well in 
			   head train)				    pink	 hot climates, subject to 
								        sunburn; E  

 Notes: 
* Climate zone key: 1 = South Coast; 2 = Central Coast; 3 = North Coast; 4 = inland valleys and other hot areas 
† Ripening period key: Early = July to mid-August; Midseason = late August to mid-September;  Late = late September through October 
‡ Comments key: A/E = American or American-European hybrid variety; E = European variety
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