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Conserving birds, other wildlife, and ecosystems 
through innovative scientific research and outreach

•
 

Founded in 1965

•
 

Areas of emphasis:


 

ecological informatics


 

innovative partnerships


 

long-term monitoring


 

climate change

PRBO Headquarters, Petaluma, California
www.prbo.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s what I’ve got as a working draft of what I think is most effective – but I’m open to suggestions…

http://www.prbo.org/
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Presentation outline

1.
 

The challenge of informing 
 restoration

2.
 

A report card concept (wish list)

3.
 

Our riparian bird index for 
 Marin/Sonoma

4.
 

Field applications

5.
 

How you can help
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The restoration/monitoring challenge

Degraded 
conditions

Desired 
conditions

Design
Implementation
Follow-up
Landscape context
Unrealistic goals

Restoration and 
management
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Birds as indicators of ecosystem function

hydrology
grazing
agriculture

vegetation structure 
and composition

invertebrates

nest predators

birds

salmon
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How do we make recommendations for achieving 
 desired conditions?

1.
 

Descriptions of bird 
 habitat

2.
 

Outcomes of previous 
 restoration efforts

3.
 

Site‐specific conditions 
 and results (adaptive 

 management)

local relevance 
(but also time and $$)

more

less



PRBO Conservation Science

Example of landowner letter
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What would an effective site‐specific report card 
 entail?

1.
 

Data easy to collect

2.
 

Performance metrics based on local conditions

3.
 

Results are easy to interpret

4.
 

Designed to track and improve practices
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1. Data Easy to collect

Area search bird survey protocol
1.

 

1‐4 ha plot  (any shape)
2.

 

Observers spend ~20 minutes 

 covering the area
3.

 

All birds encountered recorded
4.

 

Flexibility to track down unknown 

 calls, mixed‐flocks, etc.
5.

 

On‐line data entry available at 

 California Avian Data Center 

 (www.prbo.org/cadc)
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2. Performance metrics based on local conditions

Three tiers of bird species:
1.

 
10 riparian “obligate”

 
species (2 points each)

2.
 

16 riparian‐associated species (1 point each)
3.

 
7 generalist species (0.5 points each)

Points scored if a species occurs on an area search 
 (regardless of abundance)

Riparian bird index = sum of points for one area search
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3. Results are easy to interpret

Using data from 4 reference site in Marin, we categorized riparian 

 bird index scores into poor, fair, good, and excellent

Lagunitas Creek Muddy Hollow Pine Gulch Redwood Creek
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3. Results are easy to interpret
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4. Designed to track and improve practices
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How you can help

Will the performance score (poor, fair, good, and excellent) be useful 
to landowners and restorationists?  

Would receiving a low score discourage a landowner from further 
restoration?

Is the title “report card” too strong?  If so, can you recommend 
another title?

Is there any additional information that should be included on the 
report card?
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